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needs and problems. This office serves
as an ORD focal point for university re-
lations and other Federal research and
development agencies related to EPA’s
extramural research program.

[50 FR 26721, June 28, 1985, as amended at 52
FR 30360, Aug. 14, 1987]

§ 1.47 Office of Solid Waste and Emer-
gency Response.

The Office of Solid Waste and Emer-
gency Response (OSWER), under the
supervision of the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Solid Waste and Emergency
Response, provides Agencywide policy,
guidance, and direction for the Agen-
cy’s solid and hazardous wastes and
emergency response programs. This Of-
fice has primary responsibility for im-
plementing the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (RCRA) and the
Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation and Liability
Act (CERCLA—‘‘Superfund’’). In addi-
tion to managing those programs, the
Assistant Administrator serves as prin-
cipal adviser to the Administrator in
matters pertaining to them. The As-
sistant Administrator’s responsibilities
include: Program policy development
and evaluation; development of appro-
priate hazardous waste standards and
regulations; ensuring compliance with
applicable laws and regulations; pro-
gram policy guidance and overview,
technical support, and evaluation of
Regional solid and hazardous wastes
and emergency response activities; de-
velopment of programs for technical,
programmatic, and compliance assist-
ance to States and local governments;
development of guidelines and stand-
ards for the land disposal of hazardous
wastes; analyses of the recovery of use-
ful energy from solid waste; develop-
ment and implementation of a program
to respond to uncontrolled hazardous
waste sites and spills (including oil
spills); long-term strategic planning
and special studies; economic and long-
term environmental analyses; eco-
nomic impact assessment of RCRA and
CERCLA regulations; analyses of alter-
native technologies and trends; and
cost-benefit analyses and development
of OSWER environmental criteria.

(a) Office of Waste Programs Enforce-
ment. The Office of Waste Programs En-
forcement (OWPE), under the super-

vision of a Director, manages a na-
tional program of technical compliance
and enforcement under CERCLA and
RCRA. The Office provides guidance
and support for the implementation of
the CERCLA and RCRA compliance
and enforcement programs. This in-
cludes the development of program
strategies, long-term and yearly goals,
and the formulation of budgets and
plans to support implementation of
strategies and goals. The Office pro-
vides program guidance through the
development and issuance of policies,
guidance and other documents and
through training and technical assist-
ance. The Office oversees and supports
Regions and States in the implementa-
tion of the CERCLA and RCRA enforce-
ment programs. The Office may assume
responsibility for direct management
of a limited number of CERCLA and
RCRA enforcement actions which are
multi-regional in nature or are cases of
national significance. The Office serves
as the national technical expert for all
matters relating to CERCLA and
RCRA compliance and enforcement. It
represents the interest of the CERCLA
and RCRA enforcement programs to
other offices of the Agency. In coordi-
nation with the Office of External Af-
fairs (OEA) and IO–OSWER, represents
the program to external organizations,
including the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB), Congress, U.S. De-
partment of Justice and other Federal
agencies, the media, public interest
and industry groups, State and local
governments and their associations
and the public.

(b) Office of Solid Waste. The Office of
Solid Waste, under the supervision of a
Director, is responsible for the solid
and hazardous waste activities of the
Agency. In particular, this Office is re-
sponsible for implementing the Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act.
The Office provides program policy di-
rection to and evaluation of such ac-
tivities throughout the Agency and es-
tablishes solid and hazardous wastes
research requirements for EPA.

(c) Office of Emergency and Remedial
Response. The Office of Emergency and
Remedial Response, under the super-
vision of a Director, is responsible for
the emergency and remedial response
functions of the Agency (i.e.,

VerDate 04-OCT-96 09:07 Oct 23, 1996 Jkt 167141 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 E:\CFR\167141.002 167141



21

Environmental Protection Agency § 1.49

CERCLA). The Office is specifically re-
sponsible for:

(1) Developing national strategy, pro-
grams, technical policies, regulations,
and guidelines for the control of aban-
doned hazardous waste sites, and re-
sponse to and prevention of oil and haz-
ardous substance spills;

(2) Providing direction, guidance, and
support to the Environmental Re-
sponse Teams and overseeing their ac-
tivities;

(3) Providing direction, guidance, and
support to the Agency’s non-enforce-
ment emergency and remedial response
programs, including emergency and re-
medial responses to hazardous waste
sites;

(4) Developing national accomplish-
ment plans and resources;

(5) Scheduling the guidelines for pro-
gram plans;

(6) Assisting in the training of per-
sonnel;

(7) Monitoring and evaluating the
performance, progress, and fiscal sta-
tus of the Regions in implementing
emergency and remedial response pro-
gram plans;

(8) Maintaining liaison with con-
cerned public and private national or-
ganizations for emergency response;

(9) Supporting State emergency re-
sponse programs; and

(10) Coordinating Office activities
with other EPA programs.

(d) Office of Underground Storage
Tanks. The Office of Underground Stor-
age Tanks, under the supervision of a
Director, is responsible for defining,
planning, and implementing regulation
of underground storage tanks contain-
ing petroleum, petroleum products, and
chemical products. In particular, this
Office is responsible for overseeing im-
plementation of Subtitle I of the Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA), as amended. The Office devel-
ops and promulgates regulations and
policies including notification, tank
design and installation, corrective ac-
tion, and State program approvals. It
also plans for an oversees utilization of
the Underground Storage Tank Trust
Fund established by the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act
of 1986 (SARA).

[50 FR 26721, June 28, 1985, as amended at 52
FR 30360, Aug. 14, 1987]

§ 1.49 Office of Water.
The Office of Water, under the super-

vision of the Assistant Administrator
for Water who serves as the principal
adviser to the Administrator in mat-
ters pertaining to water programs, is
responsible for management of EPA’s
water programs. Functions of the Of-
fice include program policy develop-
ment and evaluation; environmental
and pollution source standards develop-
ment; program policy guidance and
overview; technical support; and eval-
uation of Regional water activities; the
conduct of compliance and permitting
activities as they relate to drinking
water and water programs; develop-
ment of programs for technical assist-
ance and technology transfer; develop-
ment of selected demonstration pro-
grams; economic and long-term envi-
ronmental analysis; and marine and es-
tuarine protection.

(a) Office of Water Enforcement and
Permits. The Office of Water Enforce-
ment and Permits, under the super-
vision of a Director, develops policies,
strategies, procedures and guidance for
EPA and State compliance monitoring,
evaluation, and enforcement programs
for the Clean Water Act and the Marine
Protection Research and Sanctuaries
Act. The Office also provides national
program direction to the National Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System
permit program. The office has over-
view responsibilities and provides tech-
nical assistance to the regional activi-
ties in both enforcement and permit-
ting programs.

(b) Office of Water Regulations and
Standards. The Office of Water Regula-
tions and Standards, under the super-
vision of a Director, is responsible for
the Agency’s water regulations and
standards functions. The Office is re-
sponsible for developing an overall pro-
gram strategy for the achievement of
water pollution abatement in coopera-
tion with other appropriate program
offices. The Office assures the coordi-
nation of all national water-related ac-
tivities within this water program
strategy, and monitors national
progress toward the achievement of
water quality goals and is responsible
for the development of effluent guide-
lines and water quality standards, and
other pollutant standards, regulations,
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